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USD expands STEI departments with eight new female professors 
BROOKLYN DIPPO 
CONTRIBUTOR 
The National Science 
Foundation, NSF, granted 
University of San Diego $600,000 
over the next five years to hire 
more female STEM professors. 
STEM is an acronym for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics, four disciplines that 
are growing in both popularity and 
global demand. 
The grant is a part of the 
NSF's ADVANCE initiative, 
which works toward increasing the 
representation of women pursuing 
science and engineering careers. 
Previously USD has already 
developed its own program for the 
Advancement of Female Faculty: 
Institutional climate, Recruitment 
and Mentoring, also known as 
AFFIRM.. 
The NSF grant helped USD 
hire eight new female professors 
from different ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds to teach STEM-
related classes beginning in the 
fall 2014 semester. USD hopes 
that these new staff members will 
help inspire young female students 
of all backgrounds to enter STEM 
fields. 
During the hiring process, 
Jack Roccato/The Vista 
The number of female students in science, technology, engineering and math, STEM, majors at USD are increasing. 
USD originally intended to hire 
only two new staff members for 
this year. However, the applicants 
were so well qualified for multiple 
positions that the university instead 
hired eight new staff members. Six 
of the women were hired into the 
College of Arts and Sciences and 
two were hired into the Shiley-
Marcos School of Engineering. 
Senior Alex Sidhom, a 
member of the USD Medical 
Brigades club, was excited to 
hear about the increase of female 
staff and students in STEM 
departments. 
"It just tells me that maybe 
there is a growing number of 
women that are interested in 
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ASST. NEWS EDITOR 
Universities across the 
country design master plans that 
aim to improve the academic 
setting of their campuses. Using 
these plans, many universities have 
improved classrooms and adopted 
new technologies to diversify their 
teaching environments. 
University of San Diego also 
has a Master Plan, but neither 
students nor faculty know what 
it is yet. According to Kimberly 
Carnot, the director for facility 
services and planning, the Master 
Plan is an attachment to the 
university's Conditional Use 
Permit, which establishes what 
USD can do with it's property. 
The Master Plan committee 
has conducted interviews and 
workshops to establish a base for 
any changes the plan will bring. 
However, what those changes will 
be, or when they will happen, is 
still unknown. 
The Master Plan initiative is 
so new that the current status of the 
plan is finding something to talk 
about. In essence, the Master Plan 
is going to be a few projects to help 
improve academic environments 
for students and faculty. Students 
will decide what to fix, and their 
input will shape the Master Plan. 
Mark Norita, assistant vice 
president of facilities management, 
is in charge of the efforts 
surrounding the plan. Norita 
believes the plan will eventually 
encourage positive growth for 
academic learning in the USD 
community. 
"[The Master Plan] will help 
guide our planning and space use 
decisions for future generations 
of Toreros," Norita said. "[It] will 
help us make good decisions and 
we can incorporate elements into 
the plan that will position USD to 
continue to attract top students and 
faculty." 
However, Norita and his 
committee are still waiting to get 
the plan moving forward. There 
is no real goal yet, because the 
organizers need a project that will 
give the plan weight. 
In order to give the Master 
Plan some concrete goals, the 
organizers need input from 
students. Peter Marlow, assistant 
of University Communications, 
believes this input is a crucial 
component of the plan. 
"The plan will only be as good 
as those providing input for the 
plan," Marlow said. "The better 
engagement and perspectives from 
faculty, administration, students 
and staff, the better development 
[we] will have in the plan." 
But the plan seems to be 
lacking student input, as many 
students, including freshman 
Alaina Castrence, do not know 
that the plan exists. 
"I do not know what the 
Master Plan is," Castrence said. "I 
have never even heard of it." 
In an effort to get students 
involved with the Master Plan, on 
Oct. 27 there was a pop-up event 
on campus, where students were 
encouraged to write down their 
favorite and least favorite parts of 
See PLAN, Page 2 
BUSINESS 
Donation expands community 
service learning at USD 
GIANNA CARAVETTA 
CONTRIBUTOR 
San Francisco Bay Area 
couple Karen and Tom Mulvaney 
recently donated nearly $3.million 
to University of San Diego's 
Center for Community Service 
Learning. In honor of the donation, 
USD has renamed the Center the 
Karen and Tom Mulvaney Center 
for Community, Awareness 
and Social Action, CAS A. This 
donation will also help to establish 
the Mulvaney Fellows Program, 
in which students from USD and 
Saint Mary's College in northern 
California will participate in 
community service learning. 
The Mulvaney family has a 
legacy at USD. Tom Mulvaney 
graduated from USD School of 
Law in 1977. Tom's father worked 
at the university as a law professor 
from 1957 until 1963, and the 
couple's son graduated from USD 
in 2009. 
Staff and students campuswide 
are interested to see how this 
donation will affect the university. 
Some students look forward to an 
expansion of community service 
learning at USD, while others 
question how the donation will be 
spent. 
liana Lopez, director of 
community-based youth programs 
in CAS A, thinks the focus of the 
donation will be on continuing 
See CASA, Page 2 
Bad Suns: 
Discover one of 
SoCal's hottest 
new bands 
Photo courtesy of CASA 
Students participate in community outreach through CASA. 






Whenever I need a reprieve 
from the daily stresses of 
university life, I simply look up at 
the night sky, and prepare to have 
my mind blown. 
Of all the stars I see, I know 
there is an uncountable number in 
the known universe. It is hard to 
feel so incredibly self-important 
when I remember that I am no 
more than Stardust. 
But self-importance is what 
propelled my fascination with 
space in the first place. No one can 
say that the universe is boring; it is 
fascinating because we live in it. 
And because we live in it, we are 
constantly searching to understand 
it. 
However, when humans 
want to understand something, 
we often end up attempting to 
conquer it, make our mark and 
stake our claim. An American 
flag still stands tall on the lunar 
surface, marking humankind's 
place in space. 
StiU, -we reach further into 
the universe. In 2012, I waited 
with bated breath to hear that the 
Curiosity rover had successfully 
landed on the surface of Mars. 
However, landing on Mars 
was not enough. Now we are 
compelled to commercialize space 
flight by sending people to the 
edge of our atmosphere for the 
small fee of a quarter of a million 
dollars. This mission is already 
proving to be dangerous. 
Last Friday, Virgin 
Galactic's SpaceShipTwo rocket 
plane exploded during a test flight 
in the Mojave Desert, killing one 
pilot and severely injuring the 
other. Virgin Galactic's response: 
The mission must move forward 
despite any setbacks. 
Earlier that same week, the 
unmanned Antares rocket exploded 
after lift off from a Virginia 
launch pad, carrying scientific 
instruments, supplies and food to 
be delivered to the International 
Space Station. Though it was 
later revealed that the rocket had 
been deliberately destroyed due 
to obvious problems, questions 
still remain as to whether private 
companies should be sending 
anything potentially dangerous up 
into our shared air. 
After last week's failures of 
space flight, I am left wondering 
when our Earthly hubris will 
end. Will the universe still hold 
the same fascination if we can 
enter space for a fee? Will I still 
be able to find comfort in the 
absurdity of space if we continue 
to commercialize it? 
I hope that I may always 
look up at the stars and wonder. I 
hope to never to look up at the sky 
and wonder when 1 will see the 
next rocket explode. 
CASA uses donation to expand community engagement 
Community members visit USD to 
CASA continued from 
Front Page 
immersion trips and community 
engagement for students, locally, 
nationally and globally. 
Lopez believes the donation 
shows the importance of 
community involvement. 
"The Mulvaney family's gift 
shows community engagement 
is important, especially with 
respect to the growth that students 
experience from immersions, 
service and involvement," Lopez 
said. "The endowment shows 
that people value that, the school 
values and supports it, and it is 
important." 
Michelle Padilla, '13, is a 
recent USD graduate who has 
continued her work with CASA. 
As an undergraduate, Michelle 
Padilla volunteered with CASA, 
and now works as part of the staff. 
Photo courtesy of CASA 
participate in teambuilding activies. 
Michelle Padilla is grateful 
for CASA and the ability to give 
back. 
"I have found a deep sense 
of community not just here at USD 
or in CASA," Padilla said. "It's 
so important to build community 
and establish relationships in other 
places with other people. 
As a part of CASA, Michelle 
Padilla has traveled to Jamaica 
many times. She believes that 
being immersed in a new culture 
and place is important, and hopes 
the money donated will encourage 
others to participate in something 
she thinks is rewarding. 
Other USD students also 
responded with excitement to the 
announcement of the donation. 
Sophomore Anastasia 
Zuniga, co-program director for 
Students for Fair Trade, a club 
partnered with CASA, is hopeful 
about the impact of the donation. 
"It's an incredibly positive 
thing," Zuniga said. "The 
endowment will help find so many 
new and different ways to help 
the community around us, and the 
world around us." 
With this donation, Zuniga 
hopes CASA can reach the entire 
student body and make an effective 
change toward USD's commitment 
to service and engagement. 
"I hope it creates awareness 
around campus of CASA, 
providing students with a way to 
inspire or to encourage service 
with each other for our greater 
community," Zuniga said. 
Junior Rosalie Polfchan, 
Zuniga's co-program director of 
Students for Fair Trade, hopes the 
endowment will encourage the 
USD community to get involved. 
"I really hope more students 
become involved in CASA," 
Polfchan said. "This donation is an 
awesome opportunity to spread the 
word about [it]." 
However, not all students 
view the donation as a great win 
for CASA. Some students involved 
with community service learning 
at USD regard the donation with 
more hesitation. 
Sophomore Maria 
Speckmann has participated 
in community service learning 
through CASA at Montgomery 
Middle School's Homework Club. 
As a volunteer tutor, she saw the 
needs of the community firsthand. 
Speckmann wondered if there 
were better alternatives to put the 
money toward. 
"I feel it would be more 
effective to donate money directly 
to the schools or community 
centers that CASA works with," 
Speckmann said. 
Speckmann says that 
although she is hesitant, she 
believes the endowment will 
benefit USD. 
"Three million dollars is a 
huge and generous contribution, 
one that will definitely be put 
to good use for our greater 
community," Speckmann said. 
"Ultimately, I think their donation 
will have a great impact on USD's 
connections to the community 
around us and that many people in 
need will benefit." 
Other USD students are also 
hopeful about the donation and its 
ability to expand service. 
Sophomore Melissa Padilla 
was pleasantly surprised to hear 
about the donation and to learn 
more about CASA's programs. 
"I thought it was great to see 
the Mulvaney couple supporting 
many of the family members' 
alma mater," Melissa Padilla 
said. "I didn't know CASA was 
in charge of all of this, from 
community service learning to 
immersions, and I was happy to 
see this donation toward a part of 
campus that connects learning to 
community." 
Through the Mulvaney 
family's endowment, the university 
says that it hopes to expand its 
efforts for increased service 
and community engagement for 
faculty, staff, students and alumni. 
Master Plan aims to improve USD academic setting 
PLAN continued from 
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favorite and least favorite parts of 
USD. An email was sent a week 
prior to this event, encouraging 
students to come and participate. 
Castrence believes those 
emails likely went unread, which 
led to low student attendance at 
the event. 
Senior Caitlin Emig believes 
that a gap between students 
and faculty explains the lack of 
attendance at the Master Plan 
event. 
"There is a barrier between 
students and faculty," Emig said. 
"Students think that even if they 
give input, their voices may not 
really be heard." 
This perceived barrier may 
prevent students from participating 
in the Master Plan. 
If students do decide to 
participate in the plan, Emig 
believes certain improvements 
should take priority. She hopes 
the master planners will consider 
those first. 
"I hope that the plan will 
update undergraduate buildings 
in particular, updating the interior 
of Camino, Founders and Maher," 
Emig said. "The residential living 
and classrooms are important [to 
improve], as they do not have air 
conditioning." 
However, Emig is among the 
minority of student participants. 
The Master Plan committee 
is trying to increase student 
participation by connecting the 
students to the master planners. 
Dom Pera, president of 
Associated Students, serves as this 
connection. 
"I serve as a point of contact 
for the student body," Pera said. 
"[Associated Students] will serve 
as a liaison between the master 
planners and the rest of the 
students." 
Ideally, students will give 
input and this plan will progress. 
The Master Plan has three phases: 
seeking input, drafting the plan 
and getting approval from the City 
of San Diego. USD is in phase one, 
and is currently in cooperation 
with various organizations and 
companies, including Helix 
Environmental and MW Steele 
Group. The documentation for 
the plan is scheduled to be put in 
front of the City of San Diego by 
Summer 2016. 
Because the plan is still 
unclear, many students, like 
Castrence, are unsure if the plan is 
necessary. 
"I cannot really think of any 
improvements that USD really 
needs right now," Castrence said. 
Other students, like 
Emig, believe there are some 
improvements that need to be 
made at USD. However she hopes 
that any additions will maintain 
the campus' overall aesthetics. 
Noelle Norton, dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
explained that USD's architectural 
look will remain intact. 
"The plan will make sure 
to stay true to the architecture of 
campus: there will be no major 
change in the way we look," 
Norton said. 
The master planners simply 
hope to develop initiatives that 
will improve the university. The 
Master Plan will take a more 
concrete shape over the next two 
years, which will give it tangible 
initiatives to fulfill. 
However, Pera explained 
that these initiatives will not bring 
immediate change. 
"The master planning is a 
long process, but it will make our 
campus look and feel better," Pera 
said. "In the long term it will give 
USD a more meaningful impact." 
Because the plan is still 
undecided, the impact on USD 
Photo courtesy of University Communications/USD 
will remain a question, until the 
committee chooses which aspects 
of the university the plan will 
focus on. 
According to Norita, the 
next Master Plan event is a survey. 
Norita encouraged community 
input to progress the master 
planning process. 
"There are many 
opportunities to get involved," 
Norita said. "Right now, we are 
looking for students, faculty 
and staff to participate in the 
survey on the Master Plan update 
website. We will continue our 
campus engagement in the spring 
with more workshops and pop up 
events, and [we] want feedback." 
As of now, the Master Plan 
is still a vague concept. Over 
the next two years, the plan will 
develop a concrete goal, and the 
university will move forward with 
implementing new changes. 
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PUBLIC IAFETV REPORT 
>8 - CAMSNO HALL 
At approximately 2:15 p.m. the Department of Public Safety respond­
ed to the theft of a bicycle from the Camino-Founders courtyard. The 
bike had been locked to the bike rack. The bike is a Trayl Dispatch brand 
with a black frame and a red detail stripe. Anyone with information 
regarding this theft is asked to contact Public Safety. 
. rri's & MMreiltreeL- — 
ogig!!R_2!jLym! ZZZ7^ort<>f3r*mon* 
r TTTft a m Public Safety responded to a r ^ ̂  was 
• • •- incident. 
retaining 
placed to paint 
Police Departmentregar^ngthis 
OCTOBER 28 - SERRA HAL1 
At approximately 0 a.m. the Department of Public Safety responded to a report of 
male sleeping inside of Serra Hall. Upon investigation, the male was identified as a 
non-USD member. The male has had previous contact with Public Safety, who has 
informed him that he is not permitted to be on campus. The San Diego Police 
Department was contacted, and later assisted the non-USD member in obtaining 
shelter services. 
~-.-rr.pcp ?R - MISSION PARMNQJgygBgg 
- 1 msn^S- T„,hBr.„ortofaUSPstudcntve ~ , t e rep  of a USD student vehicle tnat 
At 12:15 p.m. Public Safety respo The student's vehicle was 
had been damaged while driving intc. p g b|ack mid.size 
damaged on the driver's side frontbumperfrom at a fast speed, and 
SUV. The student said she had not SUV did not stop after hitting 
had stopped her vehicle to allow the SUV to pass. 
the student's vehicle. No injuries were reported. 
Idil Haciraifoglu/The Vista 
Photo courtesy of http://imgarcade.com 
New professors encourage female science students 
STEM continued from 
FRONT PAGE 
sciences or health professions, 
which I think is pretty cool," 
Sidhom said. 
In 2013, the NSF published 
a report stating that less than 25 
percent of full-time professors in 
STEM fields are women and less 
than 6 percent are women of color. 
The lack of full-time female 
professors in STEM fields can 
make it more challenging for 
female students to connect with 
their professors. Half of the new 
professors hired will work in cross-
disciplinary studies, increasing 
their chances to connect with more 
female undergrads in the STEM 
majors. 
One of the newly hired 
USD professors, Dr. Imane.Khalil 
received her doctorate degree in 
Mechanical Engineering at UCSD 
in 1994, and was one of only three 
women to graduate in her major 
out of about 50 students. 
Khalil was surprised to see 
that her thermofluids class at USD 
was comprised of many female 
students. "I have six girls out of 
24 students in my classes and I 
was very surprised," Kahlil said. 
"I never treat female students 
different than males, and I never 
feel anyone did that for me." 
Another new professor hired 
into the engineering department, 
Dr. Odesma Dalrymple, had a very 
different experience. Originally 
from Trinidad, Dalrymple did not 
realize there was a gender gap in 
the field until she began attending 
college in the United States. 
"Many girls pursued STEM 
subjects, and 1 was not aware that 
there was any disparity between 
men and women in terms of 
access and presence in the STEM 
profession," Dalrymple said. "This 
disparity only became evident to 
me when I moved to the US." 
Some female students say 
that the lack of female teachers in 
STEM majors has had a negative 
effect on their education. USD 
sophomore Kirsten Gansert, who 
started as a biology major but 
later switched into psychology, 
is frustrated with the low ratio of 
female to male professors in the 
science department at USD. 
"I definitely feel like there 
are more male teachers in the 
sciences, which can be frustrating 
because 1 feel like a lot of girls do 
get discouraged without female 
role models," Gansert said. "I 
switched to psychology because 
1 found it more interesting, but I 
also did feel discouraged in a lot 
of the natural sciences and more 
confident in the social sciences." 
However, Dalrymple has 
high hopes for women who do 
choose to pursue STEM careers. „ 
"My hope is that in the U.S. 
more women are exposed to correct 
and positive information about the 
need and benefits to be gained 
both personally and professionally 
by pursuing careers in the STEM 
fields." Dalrymple said. "Outside 
of the medical field, which may 
not experience the same gender 
disparity as other STEM fields, 
there is a great need for the unique 
perspectives that women bring, 
especially in engineering, which is 
a field that endeavors to improve 
our quality of life." 
The eight new female 
professors hired by the university 
have all done exceptional work 
in their respective fields, and are 
expected to contribute greatly to 
the STEM departments at USD. 
Clarification: 
Last week, The Vista reported that a 
vaccine for meningitis serogroup B was 
unavailable to students. Though factual 
at time of press, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration has since accelerated 
approval for the vaccine, effective Oct. 30. 
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Uber is innocent Topshop opens retail store in San Diego 
Uber is receiving a lot of 
criticism for the rates it charged 
on Halloween. Users complained 
about paying three times the 
normal rate or more as they made 
their way home after a night of 
celebrating, Many people feel 
that Uber has taken advantage of 
them. 
Charges of hundreds of 
dollars have been reported and 
numerous complaints submitted 
to Uber. One man reported being 
charged $539 for an 18-mile trip. 
Another woman claims she was 
charged $362 for a 20-minute 
ride. 
Personally, I do not know 
what is so frustrating about being 
charged more for a product that 
is in high demand. There are 
limited drivers and an excess 
of people looking for rides. It 
would be outrageous for Uber 
to charge the standard rate given 
such circumstances. From an 
economic standpoint they are 
innocent. 
The prices are easily 
justifiable. The company uses a 
simple calculation to determine 
the surge pricing, increasing fares 
in order to reduce demand during 
times of increased user activity. 
From a moral standpoint I 
think the company is innocent as 
well, despite complaints that Uber 
took advantage of its customers. 
After all, users had to tap through 
a series of notifications that 
warned them of the surge pricing. 
Before requesting the ride, the 
user even has to type in the 
amount the standard fare will be 
multiplied by. 
Uber anticipated a user 
backlash from the charges and 
did what they could to make 
users aware of the high prices. 
The app allows users to request 
a notification when the prices 
decrease and offers an estimate of 
when that will be. 
The surge pricing is made 
unmistakably clear. 
Of course, the prices 
are inconvenient and easy to 
complain about. But, the beauty 
of a free market is that options 
are available. Users could have 
checked Lyft prices or even have 
taken a traditional taxi home, a 
surefire way to get a better deal. 
No one was forced to take an 
Uber. 
The outrageous $362 and 
$539 fares seem to me to be a 
result of irresponsible users. 
Upon seeing the surge 
pricing of 250 percent, I simply 
waited. In a few minutes the surge 
pricing dropped to 150 percent, 
just like the app said it would. 
I managed to get two trips that 
night for under $40, about half 
the price a friend paid to travel 
half the distance. Other -friends 
• chose to take traditional taxis and 
saved as well. 
I think that over time, as the 
market for ride-sharing services 
becomes more popular, prices 
will decrease. As people become 
aware of cheaper alternatives, 
competition will drive prices near 
the level of traditional taxis. 




Stocks performed very well 
for the week. The S&P 500 ended 
around 2.5 percent higher, the 
Nasdaq gained over 3 percent and 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
closed at a gain of nearly 3.5 
percent. The gains were led by a 
jump in technology stocks. 
A strengthening U.S. 
economy contributed to positive 
investor attitudes going into 
the week. GDP data showed an 
increase of 3.5 percent. 
This was stronger than 
expected, a result of increased 
capital expenditures and 
consumer spending behavior, an 
increase in exports, a decrease 
in imports and an increase in 
consumer spending. In addition, 
tJ.S. jobless claims rose but 
remain at a 14-year low. 
The Federal Reserve 
announced plans to halt their 
policy of quantitative easing but 
do so in a way that maintains a 
good investment environment. 
It is believed that interest 
rates will be hiked someime in 
mid-2015, an indication that the 
economy is improving gradually 
and is fairly stable. The Fed has 
further expressed confidence in 
the U.S. labor market. 
The Conference Board, a 
nonprofit business membership 
and research group organization, 
released a report that consumer 
confidence has risen to its highest 
level in the last seven years. This 
is very good news for investors 
as the holiday season approaches 
and contributed to market gains. 
Fear of deflation or recession 
in the Eurozone subsided, a result 
of new economic data from the 
region was generally positive 
and demonstrated a reverse of 
the downward slide that has been 






A mere two minutes down 
the hill, Fashion Valley Mall is a 
popular destination for University 
of San Diego students to fulfill all 
their shopping needs. 
As of Thursday, Oct 30, 
Fashion Valley has caused 
great excitement amongst USD 
students after opening Topshop, a 
British retailer that sells women's 
clothing, shoes and accessories. 
Sophomore Victoria Simon is a 
fan of the brand. 
"Half of my closet is from 
there," Simon said. "Now I don't 
have to drive all the way home to 
L.A. to shop there, so I think it's 
really convenient there's one here 
now." 
This Topshop is the only one 
in San Diego, and one of only two 
in California. This will be the 
sixth stand-alone store to open 
in the United States, as Topshop 
originated in the U.K. Its men's 
counterpart Topman also opened 
at Fashion Valley, adjoined to 
Topshop. 
Although there is a Topshop 
section currently in Nordstrom 
that offers a good amount of 
items, opening up their own 
17,500-square foot store will 
allow shoppers a greater array of 
choices. 
"We will have so many 
more options now," Simon said. 
"They're going to have handbags, 
shoes, jewelry, everything." 
Topshop appeals to USD 
students because of its mid-range 
pricing and high quality, trendy 
clothing. Bryan Patrick, a senior 
at USD, is excited the brand is 
coming to San Diego. 
"Topman is better quality 
than the other options for 
menswear, but not as high-end 
as, say, Barney's," Patrick said. 
"They also have slimmer, more 













USD students enjoy a 10 
percent discount by showing a 
student ID. Topshop offers the 
student discount even if an item is 
already placed on sale, resulting 
in major savings for students on 
a budget. 
To promote their new 
opening, Topshop will be driving 
around San Diego in an orange 
spotted VW van, where they will 
randomly stop and pass out gift 
cards to people. 
According to the store 
manager, these gift cards can have 
anywhere from $20-$ 1000 on 
them. However, you must go into 
the store to find out how much is 
on your card. If you can find the 
van and get one, it's an automatic 
$20 gift card at minimum. 
These mystery gift cards will 
be passed out until Nov. 9, and 
they can be used up until Nov. 16. 
Studens are excited about the new retail store, Topshop, at Fashion Valley. 
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This Halloween, I saw a lot 
of new trends and costumes that 
I thought were extremely funny, 
interesting or just downright 
awesome. 1 have to say, I am very 
impressed by the creativity and 
tedious detail that some people 
put into their costumes. However, 
I also was quite amazed at how 
even after so many warnings and 
attempts to stop students from 
being offensive this Halloween, 
those words were not taken to 
heart and resulted in some rather 
disappointing costumes as well. 
As students of USD, it should 
be ingrained in our brains to always 
take caution when approaching a 
controversial situation involving 
culture, race and other highly 
sensitive topics. I understand 
that people make mistakes or are 
just uneducated in their decision­
making. However, I do believe we 
can be better than that. 
That being said, let's just 
take a minute to re-clarify the 
Halloween "no-no's," because 
after seeing some of these 
costumes last- weekend, 1 think we 
all need a reminder. 
It is unethical and 
unnecessary to dress up as anything 
having to do with the Ebola crisis. 
Whether it be a patient, a nurse, 
or a containment officer, in no 
way can it be justified. Let's not 
mock something that is killing 
many people right now. Next, I 
highly advise against dressing 
as a terrorist. This one should 
hopefully be obvious in why it is 
offensive. 
I saw a huge trend this 
year of people wearing Dia de 
los Muertos makeup. This one 
is controversial, as some people 
see it as appreciation, and others 
as appropriation. My opinion is 
unless you are fully informed on 
the meaning behind this culturally 
and spiritually loaded Mexican 
holiday, avoid borrowing their 
traditional makeup just for a 
Halloween costume. Better yet, 
just avoid anything that mocks 
or pokes fun at anything that 
someone might take great offense 
to. Got it? Yay. 
Now, on a much brighter 
note, I also saw some costumes 
that I thought were amazing. A 
sorority sister of mine was a "Holy 
Cow," wearing a spotted cow dress 
with wings and a halo. Easy, funny 
and adorable. 
I also saw three girls dress 
up as trees, calling themselves 
a "treesome," which I thought 
was funny, but still tasteful. For 
couples, Wendy Peppercorn and 
Squints from the Sandlot was 
popular this year. Also, I loved 
the two that went as "The Most 
Interesting Man in the World" and 
a Dos Equis bottle. 
Lastly, I would just like to 
know: what is the deal with this 
new trend of girls dressing up as 
deer? Is it just me that thinks this 
is a little creepy? Let me know. 
THE VISTA 
Controversy is "Fresh Off the Boat" at USD 
The premiere of ABC s new series, "Fresh Off the Boat" part of the San Diego 




According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, Asian Americans 
are the fastest growing racial 
group in the United States. While 
this does not necessarily reflect 
the demographic of the student 
population here at University of 
San Diego, if we look just outside 
our campus's walls, there lies 
a community rich with Asian 
culture and influences from the 
diverse countries that make up the 
Eastern world. 
Although Asian culture 
is not heavily apparent on our 
campus, USD has continuously 
supported the San Diego Asian 
Film Festival, SDAFF, which 
is an annual event organized 
by the Pacific Arts Movement, 
comprised of films, workshops 
and speakers aimed at educating 
the San Diego community about 
the Asian culture and its unique 
media arts. The Asian American 
Journalists Association of San 
Diego first held the festival in 
2000, here at USD. 
USD's continued support 
for the festival reflects our 
campus's initiatives to enrich our 
community with diverse cultures. 
However, for this year's festival, a 
decision was made by the Torero 
Program Board to not fund the 
festival due to this year's headline 
screening of a new sitcom entitled 
"Fresh Off the Boat." 
The series will premiere on 
our campus this Saturday, with 
the first episode and the first time 
it has been shown to an audience. 
Even though the showing will 
be on USD's campus, TPB has 
chosen not to fund the festival 
in recognition of the offensive 
roots that the term "Fresh Off 
the Boat" holds among the Asian 
community. 
In fact, LeevaChung,aUSD 
professor and a founder of the 
SDAFF 15 years ago, mentioned 
how difficult it has been to 
receive any kind of funding for 
the festival. While that may have 
to do with lack of interest or 
awareness about the festival, it 
may also have something to do 
with the headliner show's title. 
The phrase "Fresh off the 
Boat," or in short FOB, has been 
a term used in both the United 
States and abroad, historically, 
as a way to describe Asian 
immigrants who have just arrived 
to a Western country and have not 
yet integrated into the Western 
ways of life. 
The term can be used as 
anything from a derogatory yet 
factual statement to an offensive, 
racial slur, depending on the 
context in which it is said. While 
it has arguably become somewhat 
outdated in terms of its capacity 
to insult, it was not until recently 
that it has been openly used in 
SAN ME60ASIAN 
FIIMFESTIVAL WORLD PREMIERE 
PILOT EPISODE OF ABC'S 
FRESH OFF THE BOAT 
FREE WITH USD ID 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
1:30 PM 
SHILEY THEATRE 
Watch the world premiere ot ABC's 
FRESH OFF THE BOAT, the first 
Asian American sitcom on network TV 
in 20 years. FRESH OFF THE BOAT is 
based on the memoirs of celebrity 
chef, Eddie Huang 
FRESH OFF THE BOAT is the 
centerpiece event for the 15th San 
Diego Asian Film Festival. 
Starring Randall Pork, Constance Wo, 
Hudson Yang 
Executive producers scheduled 
to attend for QftA. 
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mainstream media. Needless to 
say, the new form it has taken as 
the title of the new sitcom series, 
Fresh Off the Boat, based on the 
memoirs of Eddie Huang, has 
stirred up controversial dialogue 
and conversation as a response. 
While some members of the 
Asian community have openly 
claimed that they are offended by 
this title, others are in support of 
it, arguing that the incorporation 
of the term into mainstream 
media will be a positive way to 
eliminate it as a racial slur and 
turn the focus of it onto a factual 
indicator of identity. 
TPB's lack of funding 
for the festival, speaks to the 
offensive connotation of the term, 
and how it may cause students to 
react. Many words that were once 
offensive to certain groups of 
people in our society, have now 
become normalized as a result 
of the way they are depicted in 
the media. I would assume it is a 
concern that the use of this phrase 
as a title in mainstream media 
will cause the term to become 
normalized in a way that will 
make it acceptable to be said on 
our campus, without recognition 
of the insulting implications it 
may have. This is understandable 
and certainly justifiable, however, 
there is a lack of openness to 
understanding the real reasons for 
the title and the show itself. 
Additionally, the writer 
of the memoirs that this series 
is based off of, Eddie Huang, a 
Taiwanese-Chinese-American, 
based his writings off his own 
experiences as someone who 
does consider himself "fresh off 
the boat." 
In an article with BuzzFeed, 
Huang makes note of how the 
term is simply a way to describe 
his own situation as an Asian 
immigrant to the U.S. and the 
experience of others like him. 
"I would never call myself 
an American," Huang said. "I'm 
a Taiwanese-Chinese-American. 
My parents came here in the late 
'70s and had me about three years 
after they'd lived in this country. 
So I consider myself fresh. You 
can't tell me to not consider 
myself something." 
Although not all Asian 
immigrants would agree with 
Huang on the factual use of 
the phrase, there are many who 
believe it has become outdated as 
a racial slur and is used now as 
a description of identity instead. 
Huang titles his memoirs "Fresh 
off the Boat," in order to show 
how his family, like the family 
portrayed in the show, identify 
as being fresh to the US, and 
that freshness has become a part 
of their identity, not necessarily 
in the negative way that is often 
associated with the phrase. 
Lee Ann Kim, executive 
director of the Pacific Arts 
Movement and the San Diego 
Asian Film Festival, hopes that 
viewers understand who has 
created the show and how they 
view this phrase being used as the 
title. 
"We hope everyone 
understands that the show title is 
based on the memoirs of a well-
known Taiwanese American chef 
and writer, Eddie Huang, who is 
also the writer and producer for 
the show on ABC," Kim said. "We 
hope everyone also knows that 
the show's Executive Producers 
are both Asian American, and that 
this show is culturally historic in 
many ways, being the first Asian 
American sitcom on a major TV 
network in 20 years." 
While there is no right or 
wrong side to this controversy, 
it has certainly stirred up 
conversation among the Asian 
community as well as our own 
community here at USD. 
This begs the question 
though, as to why it is not being 
more talked about by our larger 
student body; the only people 
who seem to be discussing or 
even aware of the controversy 
are those with ties to the Asian 
community or the film festival. Is 
it because race is still so awkward 
in our society, and especially 
on our campus? Or perhaps it is 
because many USD students feel 
as though they cannot relate to 
Asian films. Whatever the case, 
this controversy brought about 
interesting dialogue that should 
not be ignored. 
Kim is excited about the 
dialogue that has begun as a result 
of the title of the headliner show. 
"We decided to show 'Fresh 
Off the Boat' for this exact 
reason; to have this conversation 
about the tricky position the 
show occupies between Asian 
Americans and the mainstream," 
Kim said. "We want to show the 
pilot episode precisely because 
many in the community were 
uneasy (for good reason) with 
the title, and yet they hadn't seen 
the show. These concerns have 
created a lot of buzz and dialogue 
online." 
How this controversy and 
dialogue will affect the turnout 
at the festival. Do we need to 
have controversy in order to gain 
discussion on our campus? And is 
that controversy the only way for 
the festival to get the attention it 
needs to have a good turnout? 
Change starts from the 
inside and usually stems from 
controversy and open discussion 
around those issues. Providing 
funding is but a menial benefit 
when compared to the great 
leap forward that the platform 
of discussion as a result of this 
controversy has created. 
By making ourselves aware 
of discussions that may be a step 
outside our own culture, we are 
broadening our knowledge and 
diversifying our understanding of 
the world around us. 
The San Diego Asian Film 
Festival, which will take place 
between Nov. 6 and Nov. 16, is 
the perfect opportunity to enrich 
your understanding of the Asian 
culture and the unique media 
that members of the culture have 
created. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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Magic of Harry Potter is running out 
LAUREN VUJOVICH 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 
@lvujo 
Harry Potter is a classic 
tale for our generation. We grew 
up with it, and for those who 
were entranced by the magical 
tale, have a special bond that 
later generations will never 
experience. 
We were the generation 
that would go to the midnight 
premiere to get the latest edition 
of the novel and then lock 
ourselves up for hours straight 
in order to finish the book before 
the ending was spoiled. 
We were the generation 
that eagerly waited for the next 
installment in the Warner Bros, 
movie series and grew up with 
the characters throughout each 
tale. We all experienced the 
magic at the same time, and 
when the final book came out, it 
was a sad day in our childhood; 
just like Harry Potter "and his 
friends, we had grown up. 
However, J.K. Rowling 
has yet to fully leave the 
magical world. While she has 
dabbled in other novels such as 
"The Silkworm," "The Casual 
Vacancy" and "The Cuckoo's 
Calling" it appears that Rowling 
keeps going back to the tale that 
made her so famous. 
On Oct. 31, Rowling 
released a short story regarding 
the life of Dolores Umbridge, 
who was the hated headmaster in 
the "Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix." Fans exploded 
across Twitter when Rowling 
was seen making cryptic tweets 
on Oct. 6 regarding the release 
of this story, and many fans 
speculated that Harry Potter was 
coming back. 
Rowling tweeted: 
"Cry, foe! Run amok! Fa awry! 
My wand won't tolerate this 
nonsense." 
Many people saw this 
tweet to be a clear indication 
that indeed Rowling was going 
back to Potter. In fact, Time 
magazine even echoed pondering 
statements of Potter fans in 
regards to the release of a new 
Potter novel. 
"What could it mean? 
Speculation is swirling, and 
Potter fans are jumping at the 
idea that she could be hinting 
at another Potter novel," Time 
wrote. 
Later in the month, 
Rowling confirmed the upcoming 
release of her short story, which 
led to many ecstatic Potter fans 
eagerly awaiting the release. 
It makes sense that 
Rowling would want to keep 
revisiting Harry Potter; she 
spent a good decade of her life 
creating the world of Potter, not 
to mention the additional years 
with the movies. However, too 
much time in the magical world 
is going to do more harm than 
good. 
This excitement to have 
the tale live on, and Rowling's 
increasing need to create more 
stories about the world of Harry 
Potter, is only going to ruin the 
magic of what was Harry Potter. 
Rowling had planned 
the storyline of the books since 
its creation. She knew how the 
story was going to end, and 
while she did make some minor 
changes throughout the novels, 
her course was clear. She knew 
she would be saying goodbye to 
Harry Potter once that final novel 
was released and that the world 
that she created would no longer 
exist. 
Yet, that isn't the case 
anymore. In fact, Rowling 
is planning on creating three 
movies that will be based in the 
Harry Potter world. 
According to CNN, all 
three movies are going to follow 
the adventures of the author 
Newt Scamander who wrote a 
textbook used in the novel. The 
first installment of the movie 
is going to be called "Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find 
Them." 
Rowling has already 
started writing the screenplay 
and director David Yates, who 
helped direct the original Harry 
Potter movies from the "Order 
of Phoenix" to the second 
installment of the "Deathly 
Hallows," is on board to direct 
this movie. While it is exciting 
to see how passionate Rowling is 
about the Harry Potter world, her 
continuation of the storyboard is 
going to taint, a wonderful story 
that she spent so long working 
on. In the end, she is only going 
to kill a good thing. 
Harry Potter will 
forever be a series loved for 
the magical tales it told. Yet, 
the different facets of stories 
regarding the different characters 
is only going to take away from 
the core story and ultimately ruin 
the profound effect the series 
had. 
JJairy potter 
Photo .courtesy of Wikimeadia Commons 
Letters to the 
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The Vista strongly encourages letters 
to the editor from students, faculty, staff, 
administration and the community. 
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managing@usdvista.com with the subject line 
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Submissions should be limited to 500 words 
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and style. 
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letters in poor taste. 
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"Woot woot!" or 
"1 know, I'm fabulous." 
Brittany 
L 
H ' "Raise the roof!" 
Christina 
IIIIIlSlIF 1 "Sassy as 1 want to be." mmil Ivy 
"What can I say?" 
Lauren 
"Oh, 1 know." 
Sara 
"Absolutely not, in any 
circumstances will I do that." 
Brittany 




'Let's not and say we did. 
"Ooh shoot I forgot to do that!" or 








"You have cat to be kitten me right 
now, this is ridiculous." 
Brittany 
"I cat even." 
Christina 
J;:/:" V riiiiî ihiiTMngiiTmTBr 
"If I were a cat, I would slash you 
right now." 
ivy 
"You're catting on my nerves." 
Sara 
> < 
"How you doin1?" 
Brittany 
"Maybe, maybe not." 
Christina 
"I solemnly swear that I am up to 
no good." 
— 









"You just made my day." 
Ivy 
"You're cool, kid." 
Sara 
"Thank you, I love you, you're the 
best." 
Brittany 
"You're the greatest, thank you." 
Christina 






"Wahhhh, I don't want to do this 
right now." 
Brittany 
"Please, no, why me?" 
Christina 
"Why, just why?" 
Ivy 
"Ugh, over it." 
Lauren 
•HHHHHB 
"Everything sucks and I just want 
to crawl into bed and watch Netflix 
right now." 
Sara 
Photos courtesy of Emojipedia 
Ivy Guild/The Vista 
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The happiest place on Earth. 
No it's not Disneyland, but rather 
your local Trader Joe's. Since 
switching to Trader Joe's from a 
conventional chain grocery store, 
I have come to the conclusion that 
Trader Joe's is the best grocery 
store on Earth. The closest 
location to campus is in Mission 
Valley, near The Coffee Bean and 
Tea Leaf, so you can get your 
fix of all the delicious foods that 
"TJ's" has to offer. 
Not only can you buy a wide 
range of products in an easy to 
navigate store, almost all of their 
products are very reasonably 
priced, unlike a conventional 
store like Ralph's that needs sales 
or coupons to provide reasonable 
prices. I can buy two frozen entree 
dishes a week that are meant to 
be shared with two people. I can 
usually get four meals out of the 
two entrees for usually just over 
$6. I can also buy a package of 
chicken sausages for $3.99 and 
add a sausage to some pasta for a 
cheap and delicious meal. 
Because of the wide range of 
items sold in their store, it is easy 
to develop a list of favorites that 
customers can continue to enjoy 
and purchase on a regular basis. 
For example, I enjoy the dried 
mangoes, veggie chips, chicken 
sausages (sundried tomato flavor 
or pesto flavor) and the frozen 
bell pepper pasta entree, to keep 
in my kitchen for easy snacks or 
meals. 
Along the lines of Costco,Trader 
Joe's has friendly employees 
handing out free samples every 
day in the back corner of the 
store. This is definitely a tactic 
that works well with customers, 
including myself. Usually there is 
some kind of hot entree to sample 
with multiple products paired 
together to inspire customers to 
create delectable creations. On 
the other side of the sample bar is 
a snack product to sample, usually 
one of their gourmet cheeses 
with a multi-grain cracker. As an 
added bonus, there is also a coffee 
sample of the day to sip on while 
you make your way around the 
store. 
With the fall season upon 
us, Trader Joe's hasn't missed 
a beat in creating all of their 
favorite products, pumpkin style. 
Pumpkin granola, pumpkin 
macarons and pumpkin butter are 
just a few of their fall favorites 
that are lining the shelves for the 
next few weeks. 
Looking ahead to the Christmas 
season, be on the lookout for 
peppermint joe-joe's, the store's 
version of the ultimate peppermint 
flavored Oreo cookie,-along with 
every other delicious peppermint 
and cinnamon flavored product 
that will compliment any chilly 
December night. 
Neighborhoood Spotlight: Julian 
Mom's pies are just like grandma used to make 
CHRISTINA BELLOSO 
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR 
Tucked away in the Cuyamaca 
mountains lies the mining town 
of Julian, California, known for 
its former gold rush days, historic 
buildings and famous pies. One 
cannot possibly return from a 
trip to Julian without bringing a 
pie back home. On a misty, cold 
fall morning the smell of freshly 
baked apple pie fills the air and 
you know that you have arrived at 
Mom's Pie House. 
Situated among a grocery, and 
deli and locally owned restaurants 
lies this quaint pie shop that was 
founded in 1984 as Julian's first 
pie shop. The bakery opened in 
the old Julian Cafe building and 
measured a mere 10 feet wide 
and 22 feet long. Armed with a 
small electric oven and a counter-
mounted peeler, Mom's broke 
out onto the pie scene. In 1987, 
the business expanded to include 
a larger kitchen and seating area. 
Anita Nichols is "the mom" who 
opened the shop with the dream 
of making delicious, homemade 
pies using Julian's famous 
apples. Julian is home to many 
apple orchards and Mom's takes 
advantage of this during the fall 
harvest season. 
Mom's cozy log cabin 
fagade makes it stand out from 
the many pie shops in Julian. 
Two large display windows in 
the entrance showcasing freshly 
baked pies entice people as they 
walk by the shop. As you walk 
in, large display cases are filled 
with all of Mom's creations 
including apple crumb, apple 
boysenberry, apple cherry, pecan 
and pumpkin pies, among others. 
You can even top any pie off with 
fresh whipped cream, cinnamon-
or vanilla-flavored ice cream. 
Mom's ensures that the quality of 
the pies lives up to any grandma's 
"standards. All pies are baked on 
the premises each day and can be 
purchased whole or by the slice. 
For those who aren't pie lovers, 
Mom's also offers a variety of 
homemade cookies, brittle and 
chocolate as well as soups and 
sandwiches. 
Mom's attempts to recreate the 
warm and welcoming atmosphere 
that has people reminiscing about 
their days at grandma's house. 
The homey space allows people 
to sit at wooden booths or at the 
large communal tables decorated 
with wildflower-filled mason 
jars. The staff is hospitable and 
friendly, offering clients their 
opinions on their favorites. 
Due to the popularity of Mom's, 
the weekends can be the busiest 
times to stop in for a visit. The wait 
in line to purchase pie or sit down 
at a table can take time during the 
weekend and might deter people 
from making a stop. However, all 
clients are eventually rewarded as 
the line moves quickly. 
Mom's famous flakey crusts 
and not-too-sweet fillings are what 
have allowed the shop to acquire 
devoted regulars. The neighborly 
atmosphere and passionate staff 
Photo Courtesy of Flickr Creative Commons/ J. Rob McCullough (top) and Brian Hammond 
(bottom) 
Mom's Pie House located in Julian, CA, bakes a wide variety of homemade pies 
daily. The cozy atmosphere is the perfect place to stop while touring through town. 
continually impress locals and 
tourists alike. Mom's also offers 
cooking classes for those who 
want to perfect pie crusts and 
recreate Mom's signature apple 
pie. The shop is open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays through 
Fridays, and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturdays. 
jH-stooiaiM/ 
of the week 
Think you're a pro 
(netagram 
photographer? 
Send your entry to 
feature@uedv/ieta.com 
Love to write? 
Want a resume 
builder? 





at 12:30 p.m. 
managing @ 
usdvista.com 
FEATURE THE VISTA •THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 6. 2014*11 






Much of the University of San 
Diego community is familiar 
with the Facebook pages "USD 
Crushes" and "USD Confessions 
The USD community assumes 
that these pages are run by a 
student or students. People are 
able to anonymously post their 
crushes or confessions to the 
Facebook page. 
In an era known for technological 
advances, it is no wonder our 
generation is considered to be 
constantly "plugged in." Texting 
and social media use are a part of 
most students' everyday routine, 
and communicating over these 
mediums is often easier than 
face-to-face communication. 
Yet a growing trend is the idea 
of anonymous posting, which 
is becoming even more popular 
thanks to apps such as Yik Yak, 
an app where students can post 
their anonymous thoughts and 
confessions. 
While there is some debate 
about whether these pages are 
meant for good fun, or are actually 
harmful to our community, there 
is no question that by virtue of 
being anonymous, people are 
more likely to express their true 
feelings. However, as people 
choose to hide behind the veil 
of a computer screen in which 
they cannot be held accountable 
for their feelings, many are 
calling for a return to traditional 
communication. 
Sophomore Christine Keane has 
been mentioned on the Facebook 
page by a crush. 
"While it was flattering to have 
someone take notice of me, I wish 
they would have just talked to me 
in person," Keane said. "The only 
true way to get to know someone 
is to communicate your feelings 
to them in real life. Since I had no 
idea who submitted it, there was 
no way for me to even give them 
a chance. I think people need to 
pony up like they did in the past 
and have real conversations with 
people." 
Since the posts are anonymous, 
students often are unable to 
confirm the validity of the poster's 
identity, causing them to question 
if it is actually coming from a true 
admirer or just a friend. 
"Although the sentiment was 
nice, most of the time I feel like 
it's just people's friends posting 
about them, and coming from a 
computer, everything seems less 
sincere," Keane said. 
Freshman Alyssa Avery also 
feels that people should be more 
forthcoming in person rather than 
online. 
"I was unaware of the 
confessions page on Facebook, 
but in general I think it'd be better 
if people had the confidence to 
tell the person what they feel 
directly," Keane said. "Instead 
of doing so anonymously or on 
social media." 
Despite the obvious flaw that 
the pages stunt true interpersonal 
communication among peers, 
people seem to find the content of 
the USD Crushes and Confession 
pages amusing at the very least. 
However, some people have 
voiced concerns about what 
is being posted on the page, 
deeming it both annoying and, at 
times, inappropriate. 
Junior Adrii Lagorio enjoys 
reading the pages in general, 
but does not like the increasing 
negative vibe of the Confessions 
page. 
"USD Confessions and USD 
Crushes at first seemed very 
entertaining and fun for people 
to read, but after awhile I stopped 
following USD Confessions 
because it became a huge 
outlet for peopie to complain 
about all the bad and not look 
at the good,", Lagorio said. "I 
feel like negativity feeds more 
negativity and it seems like USD 
Confessions focuses on that, and 
is no longer fun to read." 
Sophomore Noah Thomas also 
commented "on the tendency 
towards negativity on the pages. 
"I heard about USD Crushes 
and USD Confessions second 
semester of freshman year. The 
idea of anonymous posts seemed 
pretty cool but as I soon learned, 
the posts were very hit or miss," 
Thomas said. 
"As the semester passed 'USD 
Confessions' turned into 'USD 
Complaints' and the cute USD 
Crushes 1 had known turned into 
f Usd Crushes 23hrs-£ 
To the girl who walked in front of me today (Friday at 4:40) to the first 
building on the left of the Vistas with short hair, a black shirt, and a nice 
brown scarf on„.what is your name!??? And please tell me you are single 
because you are by far the most radiant beauty that I have seen here on this 
campus! I definitely want to get to know you!!! 
Share 
Photo Courtesy of USD Crushes 
Students use USD Crushes to anonymously post about their crushes. 
posts about people saying who 
they wanted to see in bed or who 
has the best body. Personally, I 
find these posts degrading and 
unnecessary." 
Regardless of the way the page 
has evolved, USD Crushes' 
popularity has remained 
constant, as students continue to 
anonymously post daily. 
"Despite these posts, overall 
I am glad these two pages exist 
and I was happy to see new 
management revive USD crushes 
[when a post on the page indicated 
it would be shut down]," Thomas 
said. "Personally I have never 
posted in either, but I don't feel 
that they are helpful or harmful 
to the community, just simply an 
outlet for those looking to express 
themselves without an identity." 
Junior Alec Knapp finds the 
pages to be harmless, claiming 
that they are meant to amuse, not 
to be taken seriously. 
"I think it's in good fun," Knapp 
said. "Some people take it as 
an insult when the topics don't 
actually pertain to them. People 
need to just calm down and shut 
up. Enjoy the humor in it. That's 
why it's there." 
It is up to the USD community 
to decide which direction the 
crushes and confessions pages go. 
Lighthearted posts are definitely 
more fun to read, but when one's 
identity is unknown it becomes 
so much easier to admit your 
completely unfiltered thoughts. 
Anonymous posts may make 
for some interesting stories, but 
for some it hinders our ability to 
actually connect with those in our 
community on a different level. 
Perhaps the most productive 
route is some good old-fashioned 
face to face communication. After 
all, if a person isn't vulnerable 
and doesn't put their true feelings 
out there, there won't be progress 




Thinkyou know who it is? 
Submit your answer to 
feature@usdvista.com 
1. Native San Diegan. 
2. Rarely tucks in a shirt. 
3. Been at USD over 20 years. 
4. All about tiki culture and rum drinks. 
5. Loves all sports, but Padres and 
Chargers are the best! 
Answer from last week: Dr. Stern 




ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR 
@kkarn7  
And the winner for Best 
Picture at the Academy Awards 
goes to..."Guardians of the 
Galaxy"? If it sounds far­
fetched, it is. In fact, the idea 
of any superhero blockbuster 
ever being considered for film's 
highest honor is nothing short of 
taboo. Those movies have their 
place and it is solely at the top of 
the summer box office earnings 
list. Why should such films ever 
expect to even enter the Oscar 
conversation? 
This unfortunately is the 
ridiculous dichotomy that exists 
in the film industry. There is 
Blockbuster season and Oscar 
season. Entering into November, 
we are officially on Oscar watch 
and this week is no exception 
with the release of Christopher 
Nolan's highly anticipated 
"Interstellar." The film is being 
touted as one of the most visually 
spectacular and innovative 
movies to date. Yet rather than 
focusing on its hype, I want to 
talk about another Nolan film 
that was famously snubbed of a 
Best Picture nomination in 2008: 
"The Dark Knight." 
After seeing it for the first 
time, I remember two popular 
opinions that began to circulate. 
The first was that it was one of 
the best films people had ever 
seen. The second was that Heath 
Ledger deserved to win an Oscar. 
The Academy agreed with one 
of those two. 
Seeing movies like "The 
Reader" receive the Best Picture 
nod over "The Dark Knight" was 
not only perplexing, but simply 
incorrect and unwarranted. Then 
I started to break down the facts. 
All five Best Picture nominees 
were released in the late fall 
or winter. "The Dark Knight" 
came out in July. This meant that 
it was not fresh in the voters' 
minds for the February awards. 
The other five films were also all 
stereotypical dramas, depicting 
realistic situations with limited 
special effects. In a sense, "The 
Dark Knight" was doomed 
before it even was released. 
So what does that mean for 
this past summer's unexpected 
success, "Guardians of the 
Galaxy"? I mean, even AI Pacino 
acknowledged its greatness, 
saying that, "It was amazing. I 
did find it the most entertaining, 
inventive, beautiful film." If the 
Godfather himself is not a trusted 
source of quality film, than I 
don't know who is. The fact of 
the matter is that film is film. If it 
is successful in bringing together 
a phenomenal cast to perform a 
brilliant script on a screen that is 
beautifully shot, then the genre 
should not matter. 
At this moment, Marvel's 
"Guardians of the Galaxy" is 
the best picture of 2014. And 
when it fails to get nominated, I 
will not shed any tears over the 
injustice. I will simply shake my 
head, turn on the TV and watch 
"The Dark Knight." 
Bad Suns heats up the charts with inventive sound 
TANDY JOHNSON 
ASST. ARTS EDITOR 
Bad Suns is not your 
average rock band. Forming in 
2012, the four-piece band from 
Southern California has already 
gained incredible momentum 
in the music industry. Their 
hit song "Cardiac Arrest" has 
spent much of the past year 
near the top of alternative rock 
lists such as Alt Nation's "alt 
18" and iTunes. This launched 
the unprecedented success of 
their debut album in June called 
"Language and Perspective," 
propelling the band into the 
national spotlight and fueling 
nationwide tours.. 
Like any brand new band, 
though, the humble beginnings 
remain fresh in their minds. 
All four of the band members 
had a passion and desire to be 
in a band, but it was not until 
they started to all play together 
that they then realized the 
potential that their music had. 
In an interview conducted by 
USD TV, Bad Suns lead singer 
Christo Bowman spoke about 
this and how the band formed. 
"We had all been in plenty 
of bands, some of us with each 
other and some of us with other 
members, and it never really felt 
right until we all got into the 
same room," Bowman said. 
That connection set 
the tone for a very organic 
growing process that the band 
experienced. This went from 
discovering their sound to even 
naming the band. As a fairly 
new group, the naming process 
of the band remains fresh in the 
their minds. Usually a band's 
name carries special meaning 
to the members, but Bad Suns 
stands out from the crowd in this 
way, specifically emphasizing 
their desire for a name with little 
Photos Courtesy of Andi Elloway 
Bad Suns has enjoyed 2014 success with their hit song 'Cardiac Arrest" off of their debut album. 
meaning. 
"We chose a name that 
didn't have much of a meaning, 
because we wanted to define it 
throughout our career," Bowman 
said. "It's more about the band 
itself. 
The desire to have their 
identity be defined over a long, 
extended career can be traced 
back to the band's inspirations 
and major influences. While 
some artists will hope to emulate 
a certain style of another 
musician, the Bad Suns lead 
singer made it clear that he and 
the band are more focused on 
longevity and making lasting 
impacts. 
"My musical inspirations 
aye the people in the bands who 
have been able to show true 
sincerity and passion in what 
they do and to do that over a 
long period of time," Bowman 
said. "It's easy to have one hit 
song or album and then kind of 
have everyone forget about you. 
We're interested in building a 
career not just at the flash of the 
pen." 
Their career has led to 
national tours which have taken 
them all over the United States, 
including their recent at the San 
Diego House of Blues on Oct. 
30. It is actually the second 
time that they have played here 
this fall, noting their experience 
at 94.9's Independence Jam 
last September as one of their 
best live performances. This 
made them very excited for the 
opportunity to play here again. 
"The last time we were in 
San Diego we had a great show," 
Christo Bowman said. "We were 
actually in Oceanside. It was one 
of the most memorable shows I 
can remember playing." 
However, in true Californian 
fashion, Bowman made sure not 
to leave out the one thing he had 
to do while he was in San Diego, 
reminding all of us that the band 
who has become so popular is 
still a group of California kids at 
heart. 
"You gotta get the California 
Burrito." 
Creative Writing Corner 
Alumnicked, by TJ Hodges 
Today I decided to apply for a position 
To the University's Office of Admission, 
After glancing at my resume they hurriedly sent me downstairs 
To see the Office of Alumni Affairs. 
To be fair, I only wanted a weekly check 
To keep my parents from wringing my neck, 
Instead, I was given an intensive test, 
A challenge of language that has left me quite stressed. 
Question 1: Use alumni in a phrase. 
Already, I am in a total haze. 
Is alumni a noun, singular or plural? 
My failed phonics makes me want to hurl. 
Question 2: What about the word "alumnus"? 
God please save me from my dumbness. 
I take a wild guess: "a grad, specifically male." 
A right answer here would be a fairy tale. 
Question 3: Alumnae- definition, please. 
I fiddle with my pencil, rub my knees. 
Three questions unknown, and how many to go? 
Perhaps enough to make a poor start less of a blow. 
Nope. Final question, for a 25 percent score, 
What do we use the word "alums" for? 
To hell if I know, so quit it with these tricks, 
I'm off to do what I'm good at: watching Netflix. 
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NOTRE DAME 
LA JOLLA PLAYHOUSE 
@ 8 P.M. 
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ABC's FRESH OFF 
THE BOAT PREMIERE 
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San Diego Asian Film Festival preview 
> 
Fifteen years ago, the University of San Diego hosted the first-ever San Diego Asian Film Festival. 
Tonight, the red carpet will be rolled out downtown at Reading Cinemas in Gaslamp. Here is 
a look Into what makes this festival so special to the USD community: 
FILM FESTIVAL 
NOVEMBER 6-15,2014 
Photo Courtesy of San Diego Asian Film Festival Photo Courtesy of Flickr CommonsA/irginia Pimmett 
Take a moment to head downtown and catch the opening night of the San Diego Film Festival at Reading Cinemas before ABC's "Fresh Off the Boat" premiere on Nov. 8 at USD. 
KEVIN KARN 
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR 
@kkarn7 
Tonight, the Reading 
Cinemas Gaslamp will play 
host to opening night of San 
Diego's marquee cinematic 
event, the San Diego Asian 
Film Festival. Featuring 
140 films from 21 countries, 
the festival is the largest 
exhibition of Asian film 
in the western part of the 
United States and the largest 
film festival in San Diego. In 
2012, USA Today actually 
listed it at No. 6 on its list: 
"The Pop Traveler: Ten 
reasons to Visit San Diego!" 
What many people may not 
know, however, is that 15 
years ago the festival began 
right here on campus at the 
University of San Diego. 
Leeva Chung, aprofessor 
in the communication studies 
department, has been heavily 
involved in the festival 
since its inception in 2000. 
Acting primarily as the main 
liaison for the university, she 
remembers the trials that they 
faced in trying to create this 
event at such a small school. 
"It really was about 
where we could find the 
space," Chung said. "Where 
could these films be shown? 
Would it be doable or 
practical? Because there was 
no IP J, no SOLES, there was 
no SLP. There was nothing 
on this campus. Where 
would the filmmakers stay?" 
The surprising answer 
to that question is that they 
actually stayed right on 
campus in the dorms. They 
stayed upstairs in the rooms 
of Camino and Founders for 
$50, placing them directly 
in the heart of the festival. 
Chung even mentioned that 
they utilized classrooms in 
the Hahn Nursing School 
and Camino for some of the 
smaller showings. 
This allowed the 
festival to take the form of 
half Hollywood premiere 
and half campus event. On 
the one hand there were 
communications professors 
such as Eric Pierson serving 
on the festival jury, while 
at the same time there were 
thousands of people lining 
up to see celebrities, such as 
actress Michelle Rodriguez 
and director Karyn Kusama, 
showcase their successful 
closing night film, "Girl 
Fight." 
After the inaugural 
festival here at USD, it 
became clear that it had to 
expand. The festival began to 
branch out into surrounding 
movie theaters downtown 
and at Hazard Center, then 
moved all the way to La Jolla 
and Encinitas. 
In spite of the rapid 
growth, USD has remained 
committed to its long­
standing affiliation with the 
festival. Chung explained 
how that commitment fueled 
a desire to involve the school 
more heavily in this year's 
15 th anniversary of the 
festival. 
"They said 'how do we 
get USD more involved,"' 
Chung said. "I said I'm going 
to try to find sponsorship. 
So I've been working since 
September to try to find 
money to showcase USD, 
to make us a sponsor. A big 
sponsor." 
Chung's hard work 
has paid off in a huge way, 
a comic. He's eccentric to say 
the least. He wrote a book 
and it was called 'FOB: Fresh 
Off the Boat.' With a title 
that people don't necessarily 
use anymore, it's been, in 
the past, really derogatory. 
Especially thinking about 
Asians and how they came 
here." 
While the controversial 
title has caused many Asian 
groups to become upset, 
"I've been working since September to 
try to find money to showcase USD, to 
make us a sponsor. A big sponsor." 
-Leeva 
with USD appearing on 
the program next to the 
likes of Wells Fargo and 
Qualcomm as major funding 
contributors. Students and 
fans will also find that some 
of the theaters showing the 
films will be called "The 
USD Theater." 
Perhaps the biggest way 
in which the university will 
be showcased, however, is 
with the festival's decision to 
host the premiere of ABC's 
new Asian-American sitcom, 
"Fresh off the Boat," at our 
very own Shiley Theater. 
"It's based on the true 
life story of Eddie Huang, 
who is a celebrity chef," 
Chung said. "He's really big 
with the Asian-American 
community. He's a chef. He's 
Chung 
Chung notes that Huang's 
ability to spin it may prove 
to be a positive for the 
community. 
"[He] took the title and 
used that language in his 
context to make it something 
different and empower 
the voice of the Asian 
community," Chung said. 
"It's supposed to appeal to all 
Asian audiences. There are 
70 different Asian countries. 
Here in the U.S. we're just 
Asian now. Not Thai or 
Vietnamese. Just Asian. It's 
supposed to appeal to our 
broader experiences of being 
in the United States." 
No matter what the 
outcome of the show may be 
or what impact it will have, 
the significance of this event 
occurring on campus cannot 
be overstated. A major 
network that is home to the 
likes of "Modern Family" is 
bringing its pilot premiere of 
a show to the school. Students 
will have the opportunity to 
talk to filmmakers and actors 
after it is over and provide 
feedback for a show before it 
ever airs. 
Whether you are Asian 
or not, any fans of good film 
will find a way to connect 
to this event and what the 
festival has to offer as USD 
revives its strong presence in 
San Diego's biggest event of 
this weekend. 
San Diego Asian Film Festival 
When: Nov. 6-15 
Where: Various locations which can 
be found at festival.sdff.org 
Price: ^Tickets are free with USD ID 
at UC Box Office* 
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The NFL has been very 
unpredictable this year, as 
several supposed championship 
contenders have struggled at 
times in the first eight weeks. 
On the flip side, there have been 
teams who have quietly emerged 
into the discussion. 
In my opinion, as well as 
several ESPN analysts' opinions, 
the New England Patriots are the 
best team in football right now. 
Quarterback Tom Brady received 
harsh criticism following a rough 
loss to the Kansas City Chiefs in 
week four, but has since been the 
best quarterback in the NFL. 
Brady was not performing 
very well in the first four weeks, 
actually being rated No. 29 
for overall Quarterback rating. 
Since then, Brady has silenced 
his critics by leading the Patriots 
to a 7-2 record and having the 
No. 1 overall quarterback rating 
in the league. This past weekend 
was a showdown that decided 
who the best quarterback is right 
now, between Brady and Denver 
Broncos star Peyton Manning. 
The Broncos have also 
been impressive this season with 
Manning leading the charge. 
He broke the all-time record for 
most touchdowns in a career, 
now totaling 515. He and Brady 
have been posting video-game 
like numbers in the last month, so 
fans knew that this game would 
be an offensive battle. 
The Patriots crushed the 
Broncos 43-21, whch shocked 
football fans around the nation. 
Brady threw for 333 yards and 
four touchdowns, while Manning 
had 438 yards passing and two 
touchdowns, but also had two 
interceptions. 
The thing that separates the 
two this year, in my eyes, are the 
targets that each quarterback has 
to throw to. Manning has one of 
the top receiving groups in the 
league with Demaryius Thomas, 
Emmanuel Sanders, Julius 
Thomas and Wes Welker. 
Brady, does not have an 
elite receiver to throw to which 
makes his success so noteworthy. 
I would love to see what Brady 
could do with a Julio Jones, 
Jordy Nelson or Dez Bryant on 
the roster, but that isn't really 
his style. He knows how to work 
with what he has and doesn't 
miss a beat. 
Looking at the rest of the 
league, I am disappointed in 
the Seahawks and 49ers thus 
far. Both have lost to the St. 
Louis Rams, which is definitely 
worrisome, but still have the 
potential to be great in the second 
half of the season. 
The biggest surprises have 
been the Arizona Cardinals and 
Cleveland Browns. I didn't have 
very high expectations for either 
of these teams coming into the 
season, but they have proved me 
wrong. The Cardinals are 7-1 and 
in first place in the NFC West that 
includes the 49ers and Seahawks. 
Overall, I'm expecting the 
Patriots to continue to run the 
AFC for the remainder of the 
regular season. 
Men's basketball season preview 




The West Coast Conference 
Men's Basketball Preseason 
Coaches Poll rankings were just 
released, and the University of 
San Diego Toreros were ranked 
No. 5 out of the 10 teams in 
the conference. The Gonzaga 
University Bulldogs were at the 
top of the rankings, followed by 
the Brigham Young University 
Cougars, Saint Mary's College 
Gaels and University of San 
Francisco Dons. 
This season will be very 
competitive with the amount of 
talented players that each team 
has. The Bulldogs have a new 
transfer in senior Byron Wesley 
from the University of Southern 
California who should be a strong 
addition to an already loaded 
roster. The Bulldogs are also 
ranked No. 13 in the ESPN AP 
Top 25 poll, showing how good 
they could potentially be. Senior 
Kevin Pangos is the team leader 
at point guard, coming into the 
season with 103 career starts. 
BYU will also be a 
very fierce competitor in the 
conference due to a few returning 
stars. Last year's WCC Player of 
the Year, guard Tyler Haws, is 
returning for his senior year. He 
averaged 23.2 points per game 
and has led the WCC in scoring 
for two consecutive seasons. 
Junior guard Kyle Collinsworth 
was named to the WCC preseason 
team after averaging 14 points 
per game last season. 
hoto Courtesy of 
This year's men's basketball team hopes to make the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2008. 
The Toreros also have a 
lot of talent on their roster led 
by senior guards Johnny Dee 
and Chris Anderson. One of the 
biggest strengths for the Toreros 
heading into the season is the 
experience of their key players. 
Dee, Anderson and junior guard 
Duda Sanadze have all gotten a lot 
of playing time since they entered 
the program as freshmen. Dee has 
led the Toreros in scoring for the 
past two seasons, averaging 16.6 
points per game in 2014 and 15.0 
in 2013. 
It is no surprise that Dee 
listed scoring as one of his 
personal strengths. 
"I've always been able to 
score the basketball and find open 
shots in the offense," Dee said. 
"It's all about finding a rhythm." 
Dee is also approaching 
several USD career records, 
which shouldn't take long for 
him to accomplish. He has 1,519 
points and is just 272 away from 
breaking the career scoring record 
in scoring. He already holds the 
record for three point baskets 
made in a career with 253. Last 
season, Dee led all of the NCAA 
in free throw percentage by 
making 120 of his 127 attempts. 
He has earned the respect of 
coaches throughout the WCC 
with his performance during the 
past three years, which earned 
him a spot on the preseason All-
WCC team. 
The team as a whole 
has improved since last year 
too, something that Dee 
acknowledged. 
"We have depth this year, 
and better shooters. I think we 
will score more. Making the 
NCAA Tournament is our goal." 
Anderson has also had a 
very impressive career as a Torero 
and holds multiple career records. 
He is USD's all-time leader in 
assists with 560, and assists in a 
season with 216 in 2014. After 
starting all 35 games last season, 
Anderson knows how to run the 
Torero offense and what it takes 
to exploit a defense. 
The Toreros have several 
high-profile games on their 
schedule, starting at No. 16 San 
Diego State on Dec. 4. They are 
also playing the UCLA Bruins 
on Dec. 7 at Pauley Pavilion in 
Los Angeles. The first game is 
at 3:30 p.m. against the Boise 
State University Broncos on Nov. 
14 in the Loyola Maiymount 
University tournament. 
San Francisco wins World Series 
Giants crowned champions for third time in five years 
NOAH HILTON 
CONTRIBUTOR 
One. Run. That was 
all it took to give the San 
Francisco Giants a third world 
championship in five seasons. 
It was a tense ending to one of 
the most intense postseasons 
in recent memory. Runner on 
third. Two outs, Royals down 
one. A postseason stud, albeit an 
exhausted one, on the mound in 
Madison Bumgarner. Salvador 
Perez, the walk-off hero of the 
Royals' improbable Wild Card 
win over the Oakland A's, at the 
plate. 
Ultimately, Bumgarner 
induced a towering pop-up in 
foul territory, gloved by Pablo 
Sandoval as Giants players and 
coaches poured onto the field in 
a crazed hysteria of celebration. 
The moment illuminated not just 
the Giants' rise into the upper 
echelon of baseball's dynasties, 
but also a far more significant 
fact: Baseball is back. 
It has been well-
publicized that in today's fast-
paced modern world, baseball has 
simply struggled to keep up. 
Casual sports fans want 
fast breaks and alley-oops, two-
minute drills and touchdowns. 
In their eyes, baseball involves 
a lot of standing around with an 
occasional 400-foot home run 
thrown in. 
But if all a fan wants is 
constant action and a breakneck 
pace, baseball is not going to 
satisfy those desires, and it will 
not pretend to. However, as 
demonstrated throughout this 
postseason, baseball offers a bevy 
of other incentives to tune into a 
game. 
For one, baseball has 
drama, and it gives spectators 
time between every pitch to 
realize how big some moments 
truly are. There is no clock, no 
final whistle, and as a result no 
win is ever truly assured. During 
Salvador Perez's last at-bat, the 
championship seemed to hinge on 
every pitch. As the last out was 
finally recorded, one could almost 
hear the collective exhale from 
Giants' fans around the country. 
Taken more broadly, the 
postseason as a whole delivered 
on baseball's promise for dramatic 
theater. Fifteen games decided by 
a single run, including not just 
the Royals' string of one-run 
wins but also the longest game in 
postseason history, an 18-inning 
marathon between the Giants and 
the Washington Nationals. 
This theater is 
highlighted further by the 
seeming randomness of a game in 
which there are no playbooks and 
the ball rarely comes off the bat 
the same way twice, giving Wild 
Card teams and championship 
front-runners alike a "chance on 
any given day. 
Most importantly, 
baseball has managed to return 
to its roots, overcoming the 
shadiness of the Steroid Era and 
once again providing a game built 
off speed, defense, and strategy, 
not muscles and moonshots. The 
Royals became known for their 
speed-demon squad of base-
stealers and an incredible defense 
that produced a Sportscenter-
worthy play seemingly every 
night. 
Meanwhile, the Giants 
relied on camaraderie. USD's 
resident baseball man Rich Hill 
described them as "a band of 
brothers putting team before 
self." The Giants also featured 
dominant pitching, turning 
time and time again to the 
aforementioned Bumgarner, who 
set a playoffs record for innings 
pitched. 
Ultimately, baseball 
does not apologize for the 
game it provides to fans, 
trading constant action for the 
drama, unpredictability, and 
sentimentality that can only be 
provided by the national pastime. 
It will not give you no-huddle 
offenses, bone crushing collisions, 
behind-the-back passes, or half-
court buzzer beaters, and it will 
not try to. But that's ok. I would 
much rather catch myself slipping 
off the edge of my seat, begging 
my team to get just one more out 
and knowing that anything can 
happen at any moment. 
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Women's basketball ready for upcoming season 
Lady Toreros look to build off last year's success 
MATTHEW ROBERSON 
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR 
@mroberson22 
After a very successful 
2013-2014 season, the University 
of San Diego women's basketball 
team enters the new 2014-2015 
season with high hopes. The team 
will tip off its season at home in 
an exhibition game against the 
San Diego Christian College 
Hawks on Nov. 9, followed by 
the regular season opener against 
the nearby Cal State San Marcos 
Cougars on Nov. 15. 
Last year the Toreros 
finished with a 24-9 record, 
capped off with an appearance 
in the Sweet 16 of the Women's 
National Invitation Tournament. 
The 24 wins set a program 
record for a single season and 
the team became the first USD 
women's basketball team to be 
nationally ranked. Aside from 
their strong run in the NIT, the 
team experienced other great 
runs of success, including a 15-
game winning streak to start the 
season and a 15-1 record at home. 
The leading scorer for 
that 2013-2014 team was guard 
Amy Kame, who averaged 17.4 
points per game. Kame has since 
graduated, leaving a scoring void 
that needs to be filled. However, 
the current roster has several 
players that are capable of 
replacing Kame's prolific scoring 
numbers. 
Junior forward Malina Hood 
was second on the team with 12.7 
points per game last year. Hood 
also served as the team's three-
point specialist, making a USD 
single-season record of 69 three 
pointers and hitting on 36 percent 
of her shots from beyond the arc. 
Look for Hood, whose 
twin sister Maya also plays on 
the team, to become the focal 
point of the offense this year and 
lead the Toreros in scoring. As a 
junior, Hood will also be looked 
at as a leader of a relatively young 
squad. 
Senior forward Katelyn 
McDaniel is the only other 
returning player who averaged 
at least 10 points per game last 
season. She finished third on the 
team with an average of 10.3 
points, while also grabbing 8.1 
rebounds per game, good for the 
team lead. McDaniel is one of 
only four seniors on the team, 
and this year she will be looking 
to end her Torero career on a high 
note following an unfortunate 
ending to her junior season. 
After starting in each of 
the team's first nine games, 
McDaniel suffered a devastating 
season-ending injury. There is 
never a good time for an injury, 
but for McDaniel her timing was 
especially unlucky, given that she 
had won the WCC Player of the 
Week in her final week of being 
healthy. 
McDaniel has shown in the 
past that she is prone to putting 
up big numbers, as seen by her 
18-rebound performance against 
the Long Beach State 49ers 
last season. The dynamic duo 
of McDaniel and Hood will be 
asked to carry the load for a team 
looking for its fourth consecutive 
20-win campaign. 
For the Toreros, the third 
member of their "big three" 
will be senior forward Sophia 
Ederaine, an imposing player who 
stands over six feet tall. Edefaine 
is coming off a strong season in 
which she averaged 9.7 points 
per game and had an impressive 
49 percent field goal percentage. 
But it is on the defensive end 
where Ederaine has the most 
impact. Using her tall body and 
seven foot wingspan, Ederaine 
averaged a staggering 2.5 blocks 
per game last season and led the 
team in defensive rebounds. 
In an interview last year 
for the "Behind the Cape" web 
series, assistant coach Mary Ann 
Falcosky spoke about Ederaine's 
penchant for blocking shots. 
"What makes Sophia a great 
shot blocker is that she has great 
timing," Falcosky said. 
In the same interview, 
Ederaine revealed that she 
idolizes the play of former NBA 
giant Shaquille O'Neal. 
"I just realized that I could 
block shots really easily. I like 
Shaq a lot," Ederaine said. "He 
was a shot blocker." Head coach 
Cindy Fisher and her staff hope 
Ederaine can continue to be a 
Shaq-esque shot blocker this year 
and erase dozens of would-be 
baskets for her opponents. 
Of course, basketball is a 
team sport. The Toreros will need 
contributions from their entire 
roster in order to compete in the 
tough West Coast Conference. 
In the WCC Preseason 
Coaches Poll the Toreros were 
picked to finish third behind pesky 
rivals Gonzaga and Brigham 
Young University. It is sure to 
be an exciting season, with lots 
of talent and determination all 
across the roster. For the Toreros 
to finish on top, they will need 
their players to display this talent 
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Left: Maya Hood drives past a defender. Right: Malina Hood, the leading returning scorer and also Maya's twin sister, puts up a shot against the Gonzaga Bulldogs 
